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Fellow V8ers 

 

    Time is running out for you to become the next elected officer of the CRRG.  We are losing 

our President, Sergeant of Arms and Newsletter Editors.  So please think about which of these 

offices YOU would like to run for.       
 

     The nominations will be held at the November and December meetings.   The elections will be 

held at the December meeting. 
    
     If no one runs for the Editor position, December will be the last newsletter for the  

Early Ford V-8 Club.  So pleaseðanyone that is interested, please step forward.   I am sure that 

the Gornicks will be more than happy to help you or to answer any question you might have about 

the job. 
 

     We need to ask members if itôs okay to nominate them.  On the other hand if  no one asks you, 

and you are interested in running, let an officer or other member know that you would accept a 

nomination.  

 

Your President,                                                         

Marc Luce 
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The 
Columbia River 

Regional Group is 
Chartered by the 

Early Ford V8 
Club of America 

and is dedicated to  
the preservation 

of Ford motor vehicles 
and related historical  

materials 
from the era of the  
Flathead V8 engines  

(including all Ford,  
Mercury and Lincoln vehicles)  

from 1932 through 1953.  
Owning one of these  

vehicles is not a  
requirement for club  

membership. 
 

Club mailing address is: 
 

PO Box 8311 
Portland, Or  97207 

 

Website: 
www.earlyfordv8crrg10.com 

 

Meetings are held the second 
Monday of the month at  
Abernethy Grange, Oregon City.  
Social hour begins at 7:00 PM 
and the meeting begins at  
8:00 PM. 
Board Meetings are held the 
fourth Monday of the month.  
The time and place are  
announced each month.  Non 
board members are welcome but 
need to RSVP the host of the 
month. 
Membership  Dues for CRRG are 
$10 per calendar year.  Member-
ship in the national Early Ford V8 
Club of America is a requirement 
of the Columbia River Regional 
Group. 
Submitting Material to the News-
letter  Please send all  
materials for publication in the 
Columbia Overdrive to the  
Gornicks at 13015 NE Brazee 
Street, Portland, OR  97230 or 
jggornick@q.com.  The deadline 
is the date of the Board Meeting.  
Website   
www.earlyfordv8crrg10.com  ñVice-Admiralò Bob Altonôs 

Staff Car for the PT Boat Command 



2009 Officers/Board Members  
President Marc Luce 
  360-833-1908 
Vice President Frank McNatt 

  503-873-7284 
Secretary Sharon Criswell 
  503-824-3673 
Treasurer Carla Barnell 
  360-573-2009 
Sgt at Arms Bill Barnell 
  360-573-2009 
Activities  Honey Bermel 
  503-481-4663 
  Margaret Darr 
  360-425-2463 
Tour Director LeRoy Stratton 
  503-658-6365 
Editors  Joanne & George 
      Gornick 
  503-253-4094 
Past President LeRoy Stratton   
  503-658-6365 

2009 Non Board Members  
Historian  Ron Clinton 
  503-631-7902 
Librarian  JoAnn Jackman 
  503-658-6270 
Cookie Monster Ken Yates 
  503-657-0636 
Club Shirts Ken Yates 
  503-657-0636 
Windbreakers Rusty Medearis 
  503-636-6124 
Pins/Hats/Etc. Doug Snook 
  503-255-6139 
Sunshine              Michelle Conachan
   503-698-4753  
National Director  Ron Love 
  503-223-9359 
Deputy National  Chief Judge 
  Jerry Veley 
  503-663-7682 

 
2009 Tours/ Leaders  

 

JanuaryðSharon Criswell/Bowling Tour 
FebruaryðLeRoy Stratton & Ron Clinton/ 
    Awards Banquet 
MarchðLeRoy Stratton/Red Pig Tools 
AprilðChuck & Velva Stewart/Cedar Creek      
    Grist Mill 
MayðDarrell & Honey Bermel/Mission    
    Mill, Salem via Truck Museum, Brooks 
JuneðLeRoy Stratton/Zimmerman House 
JulyðMilt Haley & Greg Edwards/Edwardsô   
    home at Hagg Lake 
AugustðKelhi & Sharon Criswell/All-Ford Picnic 
September-Sharon Criswell/Nehalem Bay   
    Campout 
Terry Tindle & Gary Blodgett/Jordan Valley    
   Chicken Dinner 
OctoberðBob Steffen/PT Boat Tour 
NovemberðNick Nicholson/Forest Grove 
   McMenamins Grand Lodge for Lunch 
DecemberðSharon Criswell/ Christmas Party 

   

General Meeting Minutes of CRRG #10,  October 12, 2009  
ORDER: Marc Luce called the meeting to order at Abernathy Grange, 8:02 PM. 
 

MINUTES: Moved by Bob Steffen, 2nd. By Marty Boehme to approve minutes as  
printed in the October Newsletter. Motion carried.  

 

GUESTS: Bill Barnell introduced George Wilson's' daughter (Gayle) visiting from the East. 
 

TREASURERS' REPORT: Carla Barnell gave her report. 

 

SWAP MEET: Jerry Miller presented a check to Marc Luce from the Portland Swap Meet 
for the balance of the monies from the 2009 Swap Meet. Jerry extended thank you to the 
Swap Meet Committee members and duty people from CRRG.  Jerry stated nominations 
for chair positions for the 2010 Swap Meet were held at the September meeting. Election 
will be held at the October 15th meeting.  
 

THANK YOU: Sharon reported 105 steaks were served at the Saturday evening campout 
dinner. The weatherman co-operated again this year. Thank you to the Shoepes and Ed-
wards for hauling the barbecue trailers to Nehalem. Nick Nicholson, the Conochans and 
Marcaccis for taking supplies and the Horines for hosting the Omelet-in-a-Bag breakfast. 
John and Gloria Adams could not attend this year and Marc and Kristie Luce (and Kristieôs 
sister) stepped in to cook the corn, which was picked by Jerry Macken. Thank you also to 

the many people who cooked and helped with the clean up.  

 

SUNSHINE: Marc Luce reported for Carol Blodgett. John Adams has an infection in his 
neck. We should keep John and Gloria in our thoughts. Gordon Luce's brother passed 
away. 
 

2009 CAMPOUT VEST: Ron Clinton brought the vests that were ordered at the 2009 
campout and took additional orders to be delivered at the November meeting. The vests 
are $39.00 and hat $14.00. 
 

VICE PRESIDENT: Frank stated he has the points book with him but does not include the 
September meeting or the campout. The 2010 awards banquet will be February 20th. At 
The Lakeside Gardens, 5:30 PM social, 6:30 dinner. Tickets will be available at the De-
cember meeting and a head count is needed by February 9th.  Frank asked the member-
ship for suggestions for a theme and he will look into entertainment.  
 

ACTIVITIES: Honey thanked Dave Spear for his donation of the Mobil Service Station to 
the Chinese raffle this evening. 
 

TOURS: Bob Steffen will host the October tour, Saturday the 24th. to view the PT boat 
restoration on Swan Island. Lunch will follow at Izzy's buffet.  
Nick Nicholson will host the November tour, Sunday November 1st, meeting at McDonalds 
on highway 30 (off Fremont Bridge) at 9:30 leaving at 10:00 AM. This will be a driving 
tour (53 miles, no potty stop) to Forest Grove with lunch at McMenamins Grand Lodge.  
Sharon Criswell will host the Christmas Party at the Sherwood Elks, Sunday, Dec. 13th 
 

REMINDER: Sharon reminded members of the vote for charities or choice at the  
November meeting. She and LeRoy will have ballots available at the meeting. Remember 
to bring donations of non -perishable foods and clothing to the November and December 
meetings. There will be drawings for gift certificates and Phil and Beth will take donations 
to the Sunshine Division. 
 

CRRG OCTOBER BOARD MEETING: Will be at the home of Ron and Judy Love. 

 

NATIONAL BOARD MEETING: Ron advised the meeting would be October 31st. 
 

LADIES LUNCHEON: This will be a white elephant exchange, October 20th. at the home 

of Jennie Delano. Salad bar 11:30 

  

ANNOUNCEMENT: Marc reminded the membership of nominations for officers next 
month. Marc also stated, due to a change in work hours, he will not be available to run 
for President next year. A reminder to be nominated for President a member must have 
been on the board. Please remember to ask someone if they are interested in a position 
before you nominate. Editors reminded all that the December Overdrive is their last issue.  
 

Tour:  Terry Tindle advised there were 14 cars and 20-25 people on the Jordan Chicken 
Dinner tour. This was the 75th year for the dinner.  

 

Meeting adjourned, 8:35 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted,          Sharon Criswell/Secretary 
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 $25 Gas Card      Al Johnson 
 

 Mobil Service Station Model  Diane Noxon 
 

 National Picture     Jim Estes 
 

 Cathedral Radio         Doug Delano 
 

 Bird Feeder     Margaret Darr 
 

 Digital Frame    Judy Shoepe 
 

 Billford      Jim Estes 
 

 Magnetic Tray & Stubby Ratchet Set Al Carocci 

    OCTOBER RAFFLE  WINNERS 

     ñDonôt buy a project car!ò said my wife.  We lived on a 5-acre 

hobby farm with four kids, alpacas, dogs, cats, chickens, koi pond, 
and remodeling projects é you get the idea.  I agreed the last thing 
we needed was another project. 
     I joined The National Woodie Club in 2004 and enjoyed reading 
Woodie Times.  Years of woodworking and a love of surfing culture 
fueled my interest in these nostalgic cars.  I had convinced myself 
that indulging my curiosity by reading was wood enough (er, good 
enough!).  Then I saw an ad in the May 2006 issue for the Dingman 
Ford Collection auction.  The prospect of seeing 9 woodies in stellar 
condition for sale in one place was hard to resist.  And, I rationalized, 
these were not ñprojectò cars.  On a whim, I hopped on a plane 
bound for Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
     Dingmanôs collection of some 100 cars was housed on a secluded, 
rural estate.  The auction cars completely circled a huge shop - 40 
gleaming Early Fords, all Flathead V8ôs, all stock, all beautifully re-
stored.  It was a grand sight, and I was intimidated!  I must have 

made 20 laps on preview day looking, listening, and taking notes.  
Dingman curators answered my questions courteously, despite my 
lack of knowledge.  The 1938 and 1939 woodies somehow spoke to 
me more loudly than the others - but how to choose? - every car was 
stunning.  When bidding began the next morning, I found myself in 
the midst of 200 active live bidders and a few dozen phone and inter-
net bidders ï it was wild!  The lots were offered in sequence by model 
year, and the action was loud and fast.  I made half -hearted bids on a 
couple of the earlier woodies to see if I could ñcatch a waveò and 
share the excitement.  Then suddenly, ñSOLD to bidder 8759!ò was 
shouted in my face.  The blue-eyed blonde 1938, it seemed, was 
mine.  ñWay to go!ò ñCongratulations!ò ñBeautiful car!ò were shared 
along with pats on my back, confirming that I had not been confused 
with another bidder.  Of the 9 woodies, I had secured one of my two 
favorites! 

     The hood of my new prize was damaged in transit.  The Woodie 
Times ñsteeredò me again, this time to Jerry and Jo Veley by way of 
their feature story.  Jerry took delivery of the car and inspected the 
damage.  ñYou know thatôs a local car, donôt you?ò Jerry asked.  Not 
only was I a complete novice, I had somehow purchased a car well 
known to local woodie and Early Ford V8 enthusiasts!  My car is one 
of the 1938 ñTwinsò restored by Jack Hogan of Lake Oswego, a car 
from not one, but two esteemed collections, and winner of many 
awards.  I live five miles from Jack ï consider the chances of this acci-
dental homecoming! 
     Two years later, hood long since repaired by Jerry, it was time to 
bring the twin closer to home.  Jerry and I found it needed boot 
leather on pavement to stop, so it was trailered from Boring to West 
Linn.  This is when I met Jack; he came to see the woodie heôd sold 
some ten years earlier.  She soon made another trailer move, this 
time to ñHoganôs Hangarò.  Now thatôs full circle ï back to the shop 
where she was restored!  I canôt tell you how much Jack has taught 
me and how much time heôs given getting the car and me rolling.  
The brakes, it ñturnedò out, needed only adjustment for still newly-
lined shoes.  ñLetôs go to the All-Ford picnicò, Jack suggested.  That 
August 2008 outing was my first real drive in the woodie and the day 
my 8 year old, Zack, first caught the woodie bug.  Jack even cleaned 
up the car for the event!  Almost a year went by in the hangar.  
     This summer, three years after the auction, the blue -eyed blonde 
moved to our garage, newly tricked out just for her.  Rust and scale 
from 10 idle years led to a new gas tank and rebuilt fuel pump.  I also 
replaced the transmission.  Yes, the purchase that wasnôt going to be 
ñanother projectò has already given me a few good ones!  Once a 
reluctant mechanic, Iôm rediscovering skills from thirty years ago, 
learning new ones, and becoming a hands-on owner, one who       

Thirty  Eight - One Twin Comes Home  
     by Brian Nagel 

better understands and appreciates this unique car.      
     And my son?  All shined up and decorated, we broke down 
on the way to the Lake Oswego Fourth of July parade.  Before 
we had even rolled to a stop he said ñDad, donôt get mad at 
the woodie, itôs just an OLD CLASSIC CAR!ò  I will always re-
member those wise words when the car needs... more work.  
One day, Iôd like this old classic to be his.  You will see more 
of the ñtwin who came homeò next summer ï sheôs learning 

how to roll without a trailer!  And if you refer to it as 
ñJackôs carò, like many still do, no worries, I do too. 

 

Leftðat auction. 

 

Belowðat home. 
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